
BUCKS COUNTY TECHNICAL SCHOOL AUTHORITY

MINUTES

January 7, 2013

  

The regular meeting of the Bucks County Technical School Authority was held on
January 7, 2013, in Room K110 at the Technical High School.  The meeting was called
to order by Chairperson, Michael Binder, at 7:06 p.m.

MEMBERS PRESENT MEMBERS ABSENT

Michael Binder, Neshaminy Gene Dolnick, Pennsbury
Al Champion Jr., Bensalem Gasper Favoroso, Bristol Borough
Susan DeRosier, Bristol Township Gallus Obert, Bristol Township
Rita Geddes, Neshaminy
Adele Governatore, Pennsbury
Fred Haug, Morrisville
Harry Kramer, Bensalem
Cecelia Murphy, Pennsbury
Bruce Prendergast, Bristol Township
George Seymour, Bensalem (arrived at 7:15 pm)
Kevin Yeingst, Neshaminy

ALSO PRESENT

James Musial, Rudolph Clarke and Kirk, LLC
Leon Poeske, Administrative Director
Sharon Rendeiro, Business Administrator
Nancy Durkan, Bucks County Technical School Authority, Executive Assistant

ELECTION OF OFFICERS/RE-ORGANIZATION      Mrs. Geddes reported that as she is
the only remaining member of the Nominating Committee, she  recommended
keeping the same slate of officers, with the exception of an Assistant Secretary, as
follows:

Chairperson: Michael Binder Vice Chairperson: Albert Champion, Jr.
Secretary: Cecelia Murphy Asst Treasurer: Susan DeRosier
Treasurer: Gasper Favoroso

A motion was made by Mrs. DeRosier, seconded by Mr. Champion, to approve the
Nominating Committee’s recommendations and to elect the officers named above for
a period of one (1) year.  The motion was unanimously approved (10 aye, 0 nay, 0
abstained).

APPROVAL OF MINUTES     A motion was made by Mr. Champion, seconded by Mr.
Prendergast, that the reading of the Minutes of the previously held meeting on
September 10, 2012 be dispensed with and that they be approved as previously
distributed.   The motion was approved with Mr. Kramer abstaining (9 aye, 0 nay, 1
abstained).    
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ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT    Dr. Leon Poeske, Administrative Director,
reported that once again the school received many applications and it looked like the
school would be accepting about 450 ninth graders again and enrollment would be
up to approximately 1500 for the 2013-14 school year.  With the increased enrollment
Dr. Poeske said that the school is running out of room.

(Mr. Seymour entered the meeting.)

Dr. Poeske stated that the Special Education department had a need for a resource
center.  Dr. Poeske said that there was a girls and boys gang bathroom connected in
the center which was not being used and could be renovated into a resource center
to house about 10-25 students keeping a unisex bathroom inside the room.  The
current resource center (J 112) was a large room which could be used as an additional
classroom which was badly needed.  Members discussed this and asked if the school
had an adequate amount of bathrooms if enrollment was increased.  Mr. Binder was
concerned about turning the room back into a gang bathroom if the enrollment grew.
Dr. Poeske explained that most of the technical programs had a unisex bathroom and
he assured members that the school had enough bathrooms.  In response to
members questions, Dr. Poeske stated he estimated that the cost of renovating these
gang bathrooms into a classroom/resource center would be about $100,000 to
$110,000.  Dr. Poeske said he would like to have an architect draw up plans to
redesign this space and to give an estimate on the cost of this renovation.  Members
also discussed other areas of the school that could be turned into classrooms.  

Members discussed the IT office renovation project and Mrs. Rendeiro stated Tilmar’s
charge was $82,000, but Dr. Poeske said he felt this new project would be less.  During
the discussion, members also asked Dr. Poeske about the Day Care/Pre-School
program and the Heavy Equipment program discussed previously.  Dr. Poeske stated
that he was still interested in the Day Care/Pre-School program, however, it was cost
prohibitive at this time.  The annex building was currently being used by the Physical
Education program.  The Heavy Equipment program was also cost prohibitive at this
time.  Mrs. Governatore asked if there was grant money available and Dr. Poeske
explained that federal and state money has dried up.  

Dr. Poeske said that one area of study, Emergency Services, had a large waiting list
of students to enter the program and an additional class with a teacher may be added
for the 2013-14 school year.

The meeting was recessed at 7:30 p.m. to allow members to visit the areas discussed.
The meeting reconvened at 7:55 p.m.
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A motion was made by Mr. Kramer, seconded by Mr. Binder, to authorize
administration to hire an architect to develop plans to convert the gang bathrooms in
A-hall to a classroom/resource center with a unisex bathroom at a cost not to exceed
$5,000.00.  Members requested that the chosen architect look at other areas  in the
school as well, to get an idea of other areas that could be utilized and to estimate the
cost of renovations.  The motion was unanimously approved (11 aye, 0 nay,
0abstained).

Dr. Poeske invited all members to the School Board Recognition dinner which was to
be held on January 28, 2013.  Appetizers will be served at 5:30 p.m. with the dinner
to follow.  Invitations will be mailed shortly.

In response to members’ questions, Mrs. Rendeiro stated that Tilmar Design had just
finished up with punch list items last week and their final payments were on the
revised list of bills to be approved tonight.   Mrs. Rendeiro said that Tilmar had
presented many problems with the IT renovations and it was documented that they
were not a responsible contractor and would not be included in any future work for
the school.

OLD BUSINESS   Mrs. DeRosier said that Mr. Obert had asked at the last
meeting about Bristol Township’s new fees.  Mrs. Rendeiro stated that she had
researched this and Bristol Township had revised their fees in 2011 and our permits
were requested in 2012, therefore, we had been charged the new fees.

Members asked if Tilmar Design could be responsible for legal fees and Mrs. Durkan
said that Mr. Pizzo had said they were not responsible for the fees.  

NEW BUSINESS      

Audit:   Mrs. Rendeiro presented the audit for the FYE 6/30/12 and stated that it was
a clean audit with no findings.

A motion was made by Mrs. Geddes, seconded by Mr. Kramer, to approve the audit
and financial statements for the FYE 6/30/12 as prepared by Major and Mastro, LLC.
The motion was unanimously approved (11 aye, 0 nay, 0 abstained).

A motion was made by Mr. Binder, seconded by Mrs. DeRosier, to appoint Major and
Mastro, LLC to audit the financial statements for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2013;
June 30, 2014 and June 30, 2015; at a cost of $3,500.00 per year.  The motion was
unanimously approved (11 aye, 0 nay, 0 abstained).

Meeting Dates: A motion was made by Mrs. Murphy, seconded by Mr. Champion,
to set the following future meeting dates: March 4, 2013; June 3, 2013; September 9,
2013 and January 6, 2014.  The motion was unanimously approved (11 aye, 0 nay, 0
abstained).
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Mrs. Geddes reminded Mr. Binder that he had to appoint a Nominating Committee and
Mr. Binder asked for volunteers.  Mr. Binder appointed Mr. Haug and Mr. Seymour to
the Nominating Committee.

EXECUTIVE SESSION     An Executive Session was called by Mr. Binder relative to
personnel matters.  The Executive Session began at 8:10 p.m. and concluded at 8:12
p.m. and no action was taken.

A motion was made by Mr. Yeingst, seconded by Mr. Champion, to approve a stipend
for Executive Assistant, Nancy Durkan, in the amount of $3,200.00, for the period
January 1, 2013 through December 31, 2013, to be paid bi-annually.  The motion was
unanimously approved (11 aye, 0 nay, 0 abstained).

TREASURER’S REPORT   A motion was made by Mrs. Geddes, seconded by Mr.
Champion, to approve the previously distributed Treasurer’s Report.  The motion was
unanimously approved (11aye, 0 nay, 0 abstained).

APPROVAL OF BILLS           Mr. Seymour questioned the bill from US Bank for $2500.
Mrs. Durkan stated that this is a yearly amount charged for administration of the
bonds.

Mrs. Durkan referred members to the revised List of Bills for General Expenses and
the revised List of Bills for Indenture at members’ place settings.

A motion was made by Mr. Champion, seconded by Mr. Yeingst to approve the
payment of the bills listed on the revised General Expenses bill list in the amount of
$7,600.00  and the revised Indenture bill list in the amount of $17,317.00. The motion
was unanimously approved (11 aye, 0 nay, 0 abstained).

SOLICITOR’S REPORT     None

OTHER BUSINESS     None

ADJOURNMENT      In the absence of Mr. Favoroso, a motion was made by Mr.
Kramer, seconded by Mr. Yeingst, to adjourn the meeting at 8:16 p.m.  The motion
was unanimously approved (11 aye, 0 nay, 0 abstained).

Respectfully submitted,

____________________________________
Cecelia Murphy, Secretary
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